
English for 2nd year medicine students 
Chapter4; Present tenses 

Mrs. NOUR I 

Present tenses 

1 be, have and have got 

 1 be 

Form  

POSITIVE I am ('m) English. 

 You are ('re) early. 

 She is ('s) a teacher. They are ('re) ill. 

NEGATIVE I am (‘m) not French. 

He is not (isn't) a tennis player. 

 We are not (aren't)from here. 

QUESTIONS Are you English? (No, I'm not.) 

 Are they interesting? (Yes, they are.)  

Why is it a good job? 

 

NATURAL ENGLISH 

In speech and informal writing, we usually use short forms. 

e.g. I'm, she's, he isn't, we aren't. For negative questions with I am, we use aren't 

I: Why aren't I on the list? 

 

 We use the verb be to talk about people and things: This is Karren Brady. 

Ginny is very attractive. 

 current states: lt's really hot at the moment. She's married. I'm homesick. 

 qualities (adjectives): My car is Japanese. My children aren't rude! I'm 

1.75 metres tall. 

 opinions: This book is boring. Musicals are very popular. 

 position/location and time: My flat's close to the city centre. It's two 

o'clock. 

 someone's job/position: Karren Brady is a business person. We're student  
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 2 have and have got  

form 

POSITIVE I have two brothers. 

She has a sports car. 

They have a huge house 

I have got (‘ve got) two brothers. 

She has got (‘s got) a sports car. 

They have got (‘ve got) a huge 

house. 

NEGATIVE I do not (don’t) have a sister. 

He does not (doesn’t) have a 

motorbike. 

We do not (don’t) have an 

apartment. 

I have not (haven’t) got a sister. 

He has not (hasn’t) got a 

motorbike. 

We have not (haven’t) got an 

apartment. 

 

QUESTIONS Do you have a niece? (Yes, I 

do.) 

Does she have a cat? (No, she 

doesn’t.) 

Why do they have two cars? 

Have you got a niece? (Yes, I 

have.) 

Has she got a cat? (No, she 

hasn’t.) 

Why have they got two cars? 

 

 A We use forms of have, not have got, with past and future tenses: 

 X When I was a child I had get a pet cat. When 1 was a child I had a pet 

cat.  

 X One day we will have got our own house. One day we will have our 

own house. 

We use both have and have got to talk about: 

 relationships: I've got two brothers. She has two children. 

 possessions: I've got a good camera. Do they have a lot of money? 

 features: Everyone in my family has got dark hair. The apartment doesn't 

have a garden. 

 illness: Sandra's got a cold. Does the baby have a temperature? 
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 appointments: I have an exam tomorrow. Has Fiona got an interview at 

Oxford? We can also use have+ noun (but not have got) to talk about 

some things we do. 

 hygiene and appearance: have a haircut/a shower/a bath/a wash/a shave 

 food and drink: have lunch/an evening meal/a snack/a drink/a meal out 

 experiences: have fun/a good time/a bad time 

 special events: have a party/a celebration/a holiday/a trip 

 activity (or lack of): have a walk/a run/a swim/a sleep/a rest/a break 

 communication: have a talk/a conversation/an argument/a word (with)se 

both have and have got to talk about 

Jack can't come to the phone; he's having a shower. 1 always have a good 

time at parties. Listen to that noise! The neighbours are having a party! I'm 

tired let's have a break.  

Practice 

Complete the sentences with a form of be, have or have got. Put two answers if 

both have and have got are possible. 

0 Karren Brady’s ........................... a director of a football club. 

00 She doesn’t have…………/hasn’t got.............. (not) an easy job. 

1 Simon and Jo often ............................... violent arguments! 

2 I ..................... / ..................... an awful cold at the moment. 

3 Peter ..................... (not) breakfast most mornings. 

4 It ..................... really cold outside today. 

5 ..................... you ..................... / ..................... you ..................... a sister? 

6 They ..................... a New Year's party every year. 

7 Fiona ..................... a shower before breakfast every morning. 

8 The boss wants to ..................... a word with you. 

9 ..................... that book interesting? 

10 ..................... Sanjeev ..................... / ..................... Sanjeev ..................... dark 

hair? 
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2 Present simple 

1 form 

POSITIVE I live in London. My sister lives in Madrid. 

My parents live in Glasgow. 

NEGATIVE I do not (don’t) live in an apartment. 

He does not (doesn’t) live in a house. 

We do not (don’t) live in a block of flats. 

QUESTIONS Do you work in an office? (No, I don’t.) 

Does she work from home? (Yes, she does.) 

Where do they work? 

 

Remember that the verb is different after 

he, she and it: 

 She lives near here. It eats a lot of meal.  

X Where do he work?  Where does he work?  

X He don’t like cities. He doesn't like cities. 

A We don't add -s to the main verb in questions and negatives: X Where does he 

works? 

2 Facts, permanent situations and opinions 

We use the present simple 

 for facts (things that arc always true): Water boils at 100 C and freezes al 

0°C. The sun doesn't go round the earth. Cows don't eat meat. A red light 

means 'Slop'. 

 for permanent situations: I don't live in the city. He works on an oil rig. 

 to describe opinions and ideas: I think New York is exciting. You don't 

understand. 

 to describe likes and dislikes: My grandfather likes the countryside. I 

prefer the city. 
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3 Regular actions, habits and routines 

We use the present simple for things that are often repeated, or that happen 

regularly: He works there once a month. Do the children go out in the evenings? 

No, they watch TV. To say how often the action happens, we use 

 adverbs of frequency (e.g. always, often) after be or before a main verb: 

Angelo is often late for work. He always climbs to the top. 

'Do you drive to work?' 'Not really, we usually use public transport. We rarely 

drive.' 

 other time expressions. They usually go at the end of the sentence: 

Do you come to the studio every day? I go on holiday once a year. 

We go to our grandparents' for lunch on Sundays. 

These can also go at the beginning, for more emphasis: 

Every morning, I start work at 8.30.  

4 Describing films, plays and books 

We usually use the present simple when we describe what happens in a film, 

play or book:  

The story takes place in the United States. The main character works on a farm 

When a sports game is described live on TV, the present simple is often used for 

quick actions: ( ;iggs passes to Rooney. Rooney shoots - he scores! 

Practice 

1- Complete the book review with the present simple of the verbs in 

brackets. 

Sepulchre is Kate Mosse's follow-up novel to her bestseller Labyrinth. It (0) 

takes (take)  the same idea of two stories from different times which (1) 

................... (connect) with each other. The first story takes place in the late 

nineteenth century. Leonie Vernier  

(2) ................... (live) in Paris with her mother and older brother, Anatole. Then 

an aunt in the south-west of the country invites Leonie to stay with her. Leonie 

(3) ................ (not know) her aunt but she (4) ................... (agree) to go, with her 

brother. When they (5)................... (arrive), things (6) ................... (not be) as 

they seem ..  
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In the second story, Meredith Martin is a young American university professor. 

Her research takes her to Paris, where she (7) ................... (uncover) the sad 

story of Leonie and Anatole. 

(8) .................. the novel ................... (bring) nineteenth-century France to life"! 

Yes, I think it (9) ................... (do). (10) ................... it ................... (provide) a 

good successor to Labyrinth? No, I (11) ................... (not think) so. The two 

stories (12) ................... (not link) as well as the stories in Labyrinth; the second 

one didn't add anything, really. 

2- Make questions from the words below. Then write true short 

answers. 

0 horses / eat/ meat?                                         Do horses eat meat? No, they 

don’t. 

1 water/ boil / l00°C?                                   

………………………………………. 

2 the sun/ always/ rise/ the west?                 

………………………………………. 

3 Switzerland/ have/ a coastline?                  

……………………………………… 

4 shops near you/ usually/ open/ Sundays?   

……………………………………… 
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3 Present continuous 

1 Form 

POSITIVE I’m having lunch.  He’s watching TV.  They’re running 

away. 

NEGATIVE I’m not watching TV.  She isn’t having lunch.  We aren’t 

staying there. 

QUESTIONS Are you watching TV? (No, I’m not.)  Is she running away? 

(Yes, she is.)  What are they having for lunch? 

Some verbs change their spelling in the -ing form, e.g. run -+ running. 

2 Actions happening now or around now 

We use the present continuous for 

 actions happening while we are speaking: Hurry up. The taxi waiting. 

'Are you watching TV?' 'No. I'm doing my homework.' 

 actions happening around the time of speaking: Trudi's studying animal 

behaviour. 

 temporary situations: 

We're staying at my mother's while the builders are repairing the roof of our 

house. 

With these uses of the present continuous, we often use time expressions like 

now, at the moment, today, this week, etc: 1 can't talk for long because I'm 

cooking at the moment.  

Joe isn't working at l10me this week- he's at a conference in Germany.  

We sometimes use the present continuous with always to criticise another 

person's actions. lo speech we stress always strongly in this type of sentence:  

Yolanda's always calling me late at night. I'm getting really fed up with it.  

'I've lost my keys. Can you come home and let me in?' 'You're always losing 

your keys!' 

 

3 Changes and trends 

We use the present continuous to talk about things that are changing as we 

speak:  

Harry's been really ill but he's getting better now. Prices are going up again.  



English for 2nd year medicine students 
Chapter4; Present tenses 

Mrs. NOUR I 

More people are taking their pets to the vet with behaviour problems these days. 

 

4 Describing pictures 

We use the present continuous to describe what is happening in pictures and 

photos:  

In the photo on page 81, the scientists are tasting food. The woman in the middle 

is holding a cup ... 

Practice 

1 Look at the table of changes in household spending in the UK. Use the 

words below + because to write sentences. 

 

 

0 domestic fuel / increase / most / oil prices / go up 

Domestic fuel is increasing the most because oil prices are going up. 

1 communication / decrease / most / equipment / get cheaper 

…………………………………………………………………. 

2 the cost of clothes/ decrease/ the UK/ buy./ clothes from China 

…………………………………………………………………… 

3 transport costs/ go up/ fuel prices/ get higher 

…………………………………………………………………… 

4 food and drink / go up / cost of transporting them / increase 

……………………………………………………………………. 
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4 Present simple or continuous? 

1 Basic differences in use 

 

2 Action verbs 

Action verbs describe an action and can usually be used in both simple and 

continuous forms: 

Janice flies around the world. She's flying to Sydney today. 
We usually drive to work, but at the moment we aren't driving because the car 

has broken down. 
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3 State verbs 

State verbs describe states rather than actions, e.g. ways of thinking or feeling. 

These verbs are not usually used in the continuous form:  

 I prefer classical music to popular music.  

    X I'm preferring classical music to popular music. 

 Do you understand the maths homework now? 

X Are you understanding the maths homework now? 

 STATE VERBS EXAMPLES 

Verbs of feeling/ 

wanting 

Like love dislike hate prefer 

need want wish 

(but we often use enjoy in 

the continuous)  

Does she like her present? 

I need a little more time. 

(Are you enjoying that 

book?) 

Verbs of 

thinking/believing 

Believe doubt forget know 

mean realise recognise 

remember think understand  

I don’t believe in luck. 

Do you know the answer? 

We think she’s really nice. 

Verbs of being/ 

appearing  

Appear  be  seem This door appears to be 

locked. 

Maria seems very helpful. 

Verbs of 

possessing/ 

relating 

Belong contain have(got) 

own possess 

These drinks contain 

Vitamin C. 

Duncan has two Ferraris. 

Sense verbs hear  see  smell taste Listen! Do you hear 

music? 

This coffee tastes really 

good. 

 

The verbs agree, cost, promise and thank are also rarely used in the continuous 

tense: I agree with you. The hotel costs €100 a night.  

We promise not to be late. He always thanks us with a card or flowers. 

 

 

4 State verbs and the continuous form 

We can use some state verbs in the continuous form, with a different and more 

active meaning: 
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 STATE(PRESENT SIMPLE) ACTION (PRESENT 

CONTINUOUS) 

Have I have two sisters. (=possess) I’m having breakfast right now. 

(=eating) 

Think What do you think of it?  

(=what’s your opinion?) 

What are you thinking about? 

(=considering at the moment) 

Appear It appears that they’re going to 

close the theatre. (=seems that, 

looks like) 

The Gypsy Kings are appearing at 

the local theatre next week. 

(=performing)  

Taste Your soup tastes wonderful! 

(=a quality of the soup) 

I’m tasting the soup to check if it 

needs any more salt. (=I’m 

checking/testing it) 

See  Do you see the difference 

between the two pictures? 

(=can you notice it?) 

Are you seeing your friends a lot at 

the moment? (=meeting regularly) 

 

 We can also sometimes use state verbs in the continuous when we want to 

emphasise that the state is unusual or unexpected, and probably 

temporary: 

My new car uses a lot of petrol so it's costing me a fortune. 

(I don't usually spend this much on petrol.) 

I'm finding it difficult to organise my time at the moment. 

(This is unusual for me; 1 usually organise my time well.) 

 Some verbs which express physical states (feel, hurt, ache) can be used in 

the simple or continuous forms with no (or very little) difference in 

meaning: 

'How do you feel/are you feeling today?' 'I feel/I'm feeling a lot better, thanks.' 

My back aches/is aching this morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORMALITY CHECK 

  It is becoming more common to use like, Love and hate in the continuous form in 

informal English: 'How's the course going?' 'It's great! I'm really loving it!'  

Some people consider this to be incorrect. 
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Practice 

1 Choose the correct words in italics. In one sentence, both answers are 

possible. 

0 Fatima's a really good friend. She never forgets/is forgetting my birthday.  

1 Selina doesn't work/ isn't working in her office at the moment because the 

builders are there. 

 2 Mmm. Those roses smell/are smelling lovely. Are they from your garden?  

3 I can't believe how difficult my new course is. I find/ I'm finding it really hard 

to keep up with all the reading at the moment.  

4 These are difficult times because food and fuel prices go up/are going up 

quickly.  

5 Do you believe /Are you believing anything that child says?  

6 Harry isn't at work because he feels/ he's feeling unwell.  

7 In the film 'Australia' two young people meet/ are meeting and become friends 

during World War II.  

8 Some of the students don't understand /aren't understanding basic 

mathematical ideas. 

 

 

2 Check the verbs in the list; write A for action, S for state or A/S for 

action/state. Then complete the conversation with the verbs in the present 

simple or present continuous. Use each verb once only. 
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